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3. □ 



The applicant is hereby notilied that the international search report and the written opinion. of the International Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, If he so wishes, to amend the claims of the Internationa] Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments Is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report: however, for nnore ctetails, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

121 I.Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fascimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instnjctions. see the notes on the acccmpanying sheeL 

The applicant is hereby notified that no Intematlcnal search report will be estali^lshed and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2}(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 



With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee{s):under Rule 40^2/the applicant is notified that 

□ 
□ 



the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to fon^rd the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon:to the designated.Offlces. 

no decision has t>een made yet on the.protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as.a decision is made. 



4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will l>e published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicantiwishes to avoid or postpone pubOcauon/a notice of withdrawal of the intemafiqnal 
application, or of the pnority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided In Rule's 9D£)&.1 and 90bf&.3, respectively, 
tlefore the completion of the technical preparations for International publication. 

The applicant may.submit comments on. an informal basis on me written^optnion of- the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The international; Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international pre lirhinary examination report has been or is to be established. These.commentswoutd.aiso be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the pricrity date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for interriational preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phiase before . those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30. months (or later) will apply even If no demand is filed withiri 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 and; for details about the applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Appticanfs 
Gi//de. volume II. National Chapters and the WtPO. Internet site: 



fsfame and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2260 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Leila Moussaoul 



Form PCT/lSA/220 <Januaiy 2004) 



(See notes on accompanying she&) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/lSA/220 



Thase h4otos are intended to give the baste instructions conoeming the fx&ng of amendments under afttcie 1 9. l>ie 
Notes are based on the requnements of the Paiant Cooperation Treaty, the BeguiatioT^ and the Acfrninstrative Instructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applieaide. For more 
information, see also the PCT Applicant Guide, a pubteation of WIPO. 



In these Notes. 'Article*. 'Rule', arxl 'Section' refer to theprovistons of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respec^ely. 



INSTRUCTIONS C:ONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The appficant has, after having receh^ed the intemaiiona} search report, one opportunity to amend the datms of the 
international application. It should however be emphasized that, since all parts of the international application (daims. 
description and drawings) may be amended duririg the intemaiiona] preliminary examination procedure, there is usuafly 
no need to file amendments of the claimB under Article 19 except where. e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published 
for the purposes of provisional protection or lias another reason, for amending the claims k>efore international pbulteation. 
Furthermore, it should tie emptiaatzed tliat provisional protection-is availatile in some ^ates only. 

Wtiat parU of the International application may be amended? 

Linder Artide 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the intern aiional phase, the claims may also t» amended {orturthar amerided) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description .and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the Intemattonal Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the nirtional phase, ail parts of ttie inlerr»ational application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where appltoable, Arliote 41 . 



When? 



Within 2 months from ttie date of transmittal of the international aeardi report or 1 6 months from the priorfty 
date, whichever time limit expires later. It should t>e noted, however, that the amendments will tse considered 
as having l)een received on time if they are received try the I ntemationar Bureau after tfie expiration of the 
applicable time limit but tsefora the compbiion of the technical preparations for intamational publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where wot toUie the aw af i dmente? 



How? 



The amendments may only be filed with the Intemattonal Bureau and not with ttw receiving Office or the 
IntemationBl SeareNng Authority (Rule 46:^. 

Whera a demand for ir^ematiorial preisrninary examination has been^s filed, see l^eiow. 

Either by cancelling one or more entire daims, by adding oiie ormbre new claims or t>y amencfing the text of 
one.or more of the daims as filed. 

Areplaoement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the daime which,. on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the stieel originally filed. 

AH the eiairns appearirig on a replacement sheet-must be numlaered in Arabic numerate. Where a daim is 
eaneeited, no renumbering of the other claims is required, in aP eases where daims are renumtwfBd, they must 
be renumbered oonsecutively (Administrative Instructions, Sedioh 205(b)}. 

The amendments must be made in the ianguage.ln which the international application is to te pubiiahed. 



What doeumenta must/may accompany the amondmanta? 
Lenar (SaeUon.20S(fo)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter wtU not be published with the internatjond- application and.the amended ddms. It should nd be 
eonhised with the 'Statement under Artide.19(1}' (seel below, uncier "Statement under Artide 19(1)*). 

The letter must be in English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, If the language of the 
Ifitem^ionat appUeaUon Is ErigUiih,:the lettefimust be In Engllah,' If the language of the intamatlimal application 
Is French, the lattar must lie In French. 



fNldes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1994) 

BNSDOaD. <XS ISA220Na£NP4.L> 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the differences between the d aims as filed and the claims as amertded. It must, in 
particuiar, iniicate, in connection with each daim appearing in tiie intemationa] application (it being understood 
that identieal bidteationa eonoeming severaidaims may be grouped) .whether 

(i) the daim is unchanged; 

(n) the claim is oancelled; 

(m) the claim is new; 

fiv) the claim replaces one or more d aims as filed; 

(v) the daim is the result of the cfiiHsion of a daim as tted. 



The tollowlftg examples Illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained In the 
acoompanytng letter: 

1 . (Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of somerclaims there are 51): 
^Claims 1 to 29. 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims laearing the same numbeie; 
daims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new daims 4S to 51 added * 

2. (Where onginaliy there were 15 daims and after amendment of all daims there are 11]: 
'*Ctaims 1 to 15 replaoed by amended daims 1 to 11 .* 

3. [Where originally there were 14 daims and tiia amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in ackfirq^ 
new claims]: 

'Claims 1 to 6 end 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 13 canoeDed; new claims 15. 16 and 17 added* or 
*Clainns 7 to .13 cancelled; new damns IS, 16 and 17 addecl; all other daims unchanged * 

4. {Where various kinds at amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1 -1 0 unchanged; daims 11 tc13,.18 and IS canoefied; claims 14. 15 and 1 6 replaced by amended 
datm:i4;daim 17 subdivided into amended daims 15, 16 and 17; ihbw daims 20 and 21 added^" 



"Statement under aitleie 19(1 )** (Rule'46^) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a stalemenl explaining the amendments and irKficattng any impact 
thai such amendments might.have on the deseriptiDn and the drawirigs (which cannot t>e amended under 
Ariide19(1)). 

The statement. will be published with the intemationa application and the amendsd daims. 
It must be>in the iai^uage in which the intamallDnal ap p p I lcaMon is to be puliiiahed. 

ft must tie brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into Eng&sh. 

It should not k>e confused with and does ncA replace the letter indicating the cfiflerenoes fc>et¥i«en the claims 
as filed and as amended. I! must be filed on a separate sheet and must tke identified as such bf aheading^ 
prelerabty by using the words 'Statement under Artioie 19(1).' 

It may not oontdn any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Referertce to citations, r^evant to a given daim. contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that daim. 



Ceneequence » a demand for IntemaAlonai ptellmlnary examination has dbraady been filed 

If, at the &ne of fifing any amendments.under Afiide 1 9, a demand for.intematiofta) preliminary exarnination 
has already t>een submitted, the applicant must prelerBt)ly/at the same time of fiBng the amendments with the 
International Bureau, also, file a copy of such -amendments with the InternationeU Preliminary Cxarniiririg 
Authority (see Buie 62.2(a), firaisentenoe). 

Consequenoe with legard to translation of the International application for entry Into the national phase 

The applieant's attention is drawn to the fact thai, wtiere upon entry into the national phase, a translation of this 
daims as amended under Artide 1 9 may have to t» furnished to the designated/aledBd Offoes, instead of, or 
:in addition to. the translation of the daims as filed. 

For further details on.fhe requirements of each designatedtelected Office, see Volume II of the PCT AppTicant's 
Guide. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



10/581530 

ieo'dPCT/PTOoEjyHZOOS 

International application No. 



PGT/DK2004/000838 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appiicability.; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1.1. Reference is made to .the following documents: 



D1 : WO 00/7491 5 A (PHONAK AG; NICCOLAI, RICHARD) 1 4 December 2000 
(2000-12-14) 

D2: UStA-5 663 276 (YONETA ET AL) 2 September 1 997 (1 997-09-02) 

D3: US-A-3 359 377 (ROSENSTAND GERD) 1 9 December 1 967 (1 967-12-19) 

11.1 . The present application does not meet the .criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-4 and 8-10 does not involve an inventive step in the sense 
of Article 33(3f) PCT. 

2. The document D1 , which is considered as being the closest prior art to the 

subject-matter of claim t, discloses (the. references in parentheses, applying to this 
document): 

"Communication device (1) with casing parts (10) enclosing a microphone and a 
receiver (12) and suspension points therefore (15) in the casing, whereby further a 
sound canal (1 3) from the receiver to the ear of the user is provided, and wherein at 
least one of the casing parts are shaped by injection moulding (abstract)" 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known apparatus in that: the 
moulding is "fibre-reinforced" and the fibre content is "between 30% and 75% by 
weight". 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how 
to improve the stiffness of a hearing aid casing and in the same tirne maintain a 
sufficient degree of miniaturisation. 

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PGT).;as the.skilled person, when faced with 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/DK2004/000838 

the above mentioned problem, will start looking Into the area of hearing aid 
manufacturing methods and . undoubtedly find document D2 which belongs to the 
same technical field and discloses the manufacturing process of a hearing aid similar 
to the one claimed in the application. Moreover, document D2 discloses a fibre 
reinforced polymer which has a fibre content in the range claimed in the wording of 
claim 1 (see, especially, col. 8, lines 14-17 and lines 63-67). The skilled person will 
therefore combine the teachings of the two documents in order to solve the problem 
posed. 



3. Dependent claims 2-4 and 8-10 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of inventive step, see documents D1 , D2, D3 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the search report. 

III.1. The combination of the features of dependent claims 5-7 is neither known from., nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. Although the cited documents are 
mentioning the need for having a casing with good elasticity properties, the actual 
values of the elasticity module are not mentioned nor suggested in the cited prior art. 
Therefore, the above mentioned claims are considered to be novel and inventive in 
the sense of PCT Articles 33(2) and (3). 



I.L.Fulop 
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